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is by x>o means certain that a province as constituted would
like to join any particular group. In any event, it would be
wholly wrong to compel a province to function against its
own wish. While we agree to the provinces having full
powers in regard to all remaining subjects as well as the
residuary powers, we have also stated that it should be open
to any province to exercise its option to have more common
subjects with the Federal Union. Any sub-federation within
the Federal Union would weaken the Federal Centre and
would be otherwise wrong. We do nor, therefore, favour
any such development.
Regarding the Indian States we should like to make it
clear that we consider it essential that they should be parts of
the Federal Union in regard to the common subjects mention-
ed above ; the manner of their coming into the Union can
be considered fully later.
You have referred to certain " fundamental principles 3>
but there is no mention of the basic issue before us, that is,
Indian independence and the consequent withdrawal of the
British armv from India. It is only on this basis that we can
discuss the future of India, or any interim arrangement.
While we .are ready to carry on negotiations with any
party as to the future of India, we must state our convictions
that reality will be absent from any negotiations whilst an
outside ruling Power still exists in India.                    *
I have asked three of my colleagues of the Congress Work-
ing Committee, namely, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and Khan Abdul Gnaffar Khan to accom-
pany me in any negotiations that may take place as a result of
your suggestion.
Letter from the President of the Muslim L< ague to Lord
Pethick-Lawrence, dated 29th April, 1946 :
I thank you for your letter of the 27th April which I
placed before my Working Committee yesterday morning.
My colleagues and I fully appreciated the further attempt
that the Cabinet Mission and His Excellency the Viceroy are
making to bring about an agreement between the Muslim
League and the Congress by proposing a meeting of the
representatives of the two organisations for the purpose of
negotiating an agreement. They, however, desire me to invite
your attention to the position taken up by the Muslim